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Senior Theses

The graduating seniors
have been busy for a
year in keeping a unique
tradition of

Dominican University
of Cadifornia—the
senior thesis. For the
honors program partici-
pants at Dominican, the
honors thesis should
effectively demonstrate
not only the depth of
their knowledge
obtained at this univer-
sity, but also therigor
and quality expected of
them. Asdescribed by
Sr. Patricia Dougherty,

not yet been deci-
phered sinceits
discovery on the
idand of Cretein
1908. In researching
the Phaistos Disk for
her thesis, Marisasaid
that she became
“more and more en-
thusiastic about the
disk and its hidden
meaning.” She wishes
to continue research —
to “investigate the
disk [and try] to come
up with a decipher-
ment” of her own.

thisyear’'s projects
reflect adiverse “mosaic” of
interests and disciplines.

Adrianna Bayer

Shades of Blossoms: Women's Stories
from Around the World, 1914-1920

Double majoring in History and Eng-
lish with a Writing emphasis while
completing aminor in Women and
Gender Studies, Adrianna Bayer has
combined her studiesinto asingle
senior project. She has composed a
collection of fictional prose focusing
on the experiences of women during
World War |. There are four stories,
each from a geographic region during
this time period: British East-Africa,

Honors Students at work on their theses.

China, the United States, and Ger-
many. Reflecting on her project,
Adrianna said, “My senior project
shows that the world isinterde-
pendent by reflecting the similari-
ties amongst different cultures [and]
how history affects the global com-
munity aswell asthe individual.”

Marisa Di Menna

The Mesmerizing Phaistos Disk and
Its Many Interpretations

Marisa Di Menna, an Art History
major, has researched and written
about the Phaistos Disk, which has

Honors Program online at:
http://www.dominican.edu/Academics/Honors_Program.cfm

AnneHalley

An Analysis of the Value of Instru-
mental Music Instruction to Aca-
demic Success

Anne Halley started studying music
when she was young, and due to her
experiences, became interested in the
positive effects this had on students
in all areas of their lives. As she
worked toward becoming an elemen-
tary school teacher, she was glad to
be able to expand her knowledge in
music and itsrelation to scholastic
achievement. What Anne has learned
has helped her see more clearly the
link between a well-rounded educa-
tion, including the arts, and agloba
community of scholars.




Theses Continued

Amanda L eDoux
The Effectiveness of Phonicsin the Classroom

Amanda’ sthesisis a study of techniques used in the class-
room to teach reading to young children. It was inspired by
experiences she and her brother shared. She found that, while
phonicsis an effective way of teaching to a certain extent, it
must be blended with other methods in order to provide the
best reading education possible. Reading is, Amanda says, an
important part of forming aglobal scholarly community,
since it forms the backbone for study in all fields and disci-
plines.

Sherri Oster

An Examination of the First-Time CEO in a For-Profit
Enterprise

Sherri Oster is studying Human Resource Management and is
interested in the problems and challenges which a new CEO
must face. “What is the position really like?’ she asked.
“How are candidates selected? What do transitions look

like?" While working with this topic, Sherri haslearned a
great deal about the unique personalities of those entering the
workforce at the level of CEO. She hopes to continue two
things: researching this topic for her own career goals and
helping place new managers in various companies.

Ledey Richard

U.S Foreign Palicy in Latin America: An Analysis of
Intervention

Politics major Lesley Richard has written her thesis about
foreign policy in Latin America. Thetopic first caught her
interest when she took classes focusing on Latin America.
She was especially drawn to courses on history and Interna
tional Policy. Excited about her project, Lesley said, “The
more | research, the more fascinated | become with [Latin
American] Politics and International Relations.” Lesley
hopes that her thesis may serve to demonstrate “that we arein
fact, interdependent upon one another.”

AndreaTriolo

Portraits of the Patron: The Calendar Illustrations of
the Trés Riches Heures of Jean, Duc de Berry

Mgajoring in Humanities with an Art History emphasis,
Andrea Triolo has researched and written about the
calendar illustrations of a French medieval prayer book
called the Tres Riches Heures of Jean, Duc de Berry,
or smply known as the Books of Hours. She became
fascinated with the Books of Hours from a summer trip
in Fanjeaux, France. According to her, these works
were “often commissioned by and therefore, specifi-
cally designed and illustrated for their owners;” the
Book of Hours “ offers a little window through which
to learn about their patrons.”

Joni Zunino

Looking Backwards to the Future: An Examination of
the Parallels between Renaissance Practices and
Modern Business Practices

While Joni Zunino is a business mgjor, she has aways
had alove of the Humanities. For her, thisthesiswas a
way to combine these disciplines. The research
involved has helped her understand the complexities of
the Renaissance and the problems inherent to the time,
rather than seeing it as a homogenous whole. Joni’s
hope for the future of study in theworld liesin the
increased ability to combine knowledge with practical
applications and problem-solving.

Written by Rosemary Hobbs and Richard Maher
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National
Conference on
Undergraduate
Resear ch, 2005

Congratul ations to the honors
students who presented their
research or creative activity at
the National Conference of
Undergraduate Research

(NCUR) held at the Washington
Honor students and others pose for agroup picture in Lexington, Virginia & Lee University and Virginia
Military Ingtitute in Lexington,

2005 Honor s Student NCUR Participants \Z/gggsi”iafrom April 20-23,

Monika Alas Jazzmon Sherman
Melroy Atkins Gurleen Sidhu
Ofek Bar-llan Seiha Thorng
Adrianna Bayer Andrea Triolo
Diana Hallare Sr. John Mary Vianney
Sr. Eugenia Lucas Desaree Williams
AlmaMartinez

Honors Sudents Attend COOL Idealist National Conference

More than 1500 college student leaders and administrators from all around the nation gathered at the Campus Outreach
Opportunity League (COOL) Idedlist National Conference held at UC Berkeley from March 18-20, 2005. Among
them were four honors students from Dominican — Gurleen Sidhu, Desaree Williams, Adrianna Bayer, and Diana
Hallar e — and service learning instructor, Julia van der Ryn.

The three-day event began with the Friday forums, which introduced the basic theme: service within the local and
global community. “1 was reminded that nonprofit work is truly what keeps this world of ours united,” Sidhu said.
Williams agreed, “It has also inspired me to strengthen my role as aleader of color on the Dominican campus.” One of
the special features highlighting leadership and communication was “Brag! The Art of Tooting Y our Own Horn With-
out Blowing It,” led by former Hollywood speech coach, Peggy Klaus. Other workshops further informed and exposed
students to various world issues and cultures.

“Homeless people told their stories about how they ended up homeless,” said Bayer. “The speakers ... helped dispel
some of the myths surrounding homeless people. They stressed the importance of just being treated like human beings
and being acknowledged when they say hello to you as you walk down the street.” Bayer also attended sessions related
to her minor, Women and Gender Studies. “The Feminist Mgjority inspired me and opened my eyesto new ideas about
gender issues,” she said.

What have the Dominican representatives brought back to the university? Memorabilia, experience, and ideas. “This
conference has motivated me to help unite our small campus community,” said Sidhu. At the Opportunities Fair, the
students networked with nonprofit organizations to bring activist speakers and volunteer events to Dominican.

From an instructor’ s perspective, Prof. van der Ryn commented: “1t is wonderful for me... to be surrounded by all
these young people who are so conscious and involved, actively developing their values and bringing their social con-
cernsinto their education and their campus culture... Thereis so much happening out there.”

Written by Diana Hallare




L etter from the Editor

Dear Readers,

I would like to thank you for continuing to read
the Honors newsletter, The Angel. It has been a
pleasure working with the various staff members
these past four years, and | am sad that | must
leave such an amazing group of people.

Honors students, in general, are an asset to Do-
minican University of California. With their
drive, imagination, dedication, and intelligence,
the impossible becomes possible. From bringing
guest speakersto campus to being involved in
various clubs, Honors students are actively in-
volved in the community. These are the students
that The Angel pays tribute to each semester, and
these are the students who are truly living their
lives as scholars of the world.

| now pass the torch on to fellow staff members
of The Angel to continue the tradition that the
Honors newsdletter holds for all Honors students.
Keep up the good work, colleagues!

Adrianna Bayer

Summer Research and
I nter nship, 2005

Congratulations— and good luck — to the following hon-
ors students on their summer opportunities:

Melroy Atkinswill be on a Congressional internship in
Washington, D.C. This opportunity, offered by the Panetta
Institute for Public Policy, will enable him to get an inside
look at the workings of the U.S. Congress and Washington
politics.

Faith Hall-Glenn received the United Negro College Fund
Merck Undergraduate Science Research Scholarship. She will
be doing research on microbial vaccines with Merck pharma-
ceutical company at West Point, PA.

Anne Halley will be teaching children at the Dance Palace
Camp program sponsored by The Dance Palace in Point Reyes
Station, CA. The curriculum will include integrated science,
cooking, and

journalism.

Diana Hallar e will be going to Dartmouth Medical School in
New Hampshire for the Summer Undergraduate Research
Fellowship (SURF) program. Her research will focus on how
cholera bacteria cause disease.

Jazzmon Sherman will be participating in the Children’s
Hospital Oakland Research Institute (CHORI) Research Edu-
cation Program in Oakland, CA, where she will be studying
birth defects.

Seiha Thorng will be at the Medical University of South
Carolina, doing space-related life science research funded by
NASA. Hewill be investigating the biological effects of mi-
crogravity and space travel.

Spring Birthday Party at L ourdes

Sr. Elizabeth (near right) excitedly receives her
birthday card and gift as Sister Agnes (left) eats
her cupcake and watches the show.

April 15 was a colorful day at Lourdes Infirmary—it was the
Community Connections' semi-annual birthday party. The spring
party, coordinated by Nancy Morales and Adrianna Bayer,
celebrated the Sisters’ birthdays which fall between January and
June. One of the nuns, Sr. Agnes, isturning 98 this semester.

Three sets of performers entertained the multigenerational audi-
ence. Eboni Williams, Arianna Esquivello, and L ottie Page of
the DU Beats danced. Next, M elroy Atkins sang “Happy Birth-
day” while playing his guitar. To end the party, a magician, spon-
sored by the Honors Program and ASDU, performed a series of
tricks using various props.

The event was fun for all those involved and spread community
among the students and the nuns. As co-founder Pamela Paulick
said, “ The purpose of Community Connectionsisto promote the
mutual exchange of energy, talent, and ideas to heighten the
sense of community at Dominican.”

Written by Diana Hallare
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“Education isthe ability to listen to almost anything without losing your temper.” ~Robert Frost~



