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STUDIO ART
Bachelor’s Degree & Minor

Nourish creativity through critical dialogue, 
documentation and presentation.
Find Your Inspiration 
The Studio Art degree provides students with a broad background in art theory, technique, 
and craftsmanship. Students gain knowledge that furthers aesthetic sensitivity, visual acuity, 
and critical dialogue. 

Fundamental skills are required through the core curriculum courses of drawing, two- and 
three-dimensional design, and color theory. Equal emphasis is placed on the student’s ability 
to think deeply and critically about their work, and understand the pertinent issues that inform 
their concepts. Through its degree program, the Art Department is able to cultivate a student’s 
individual growth and development, and instill confi dence to realize their vision and goals.

Combined with the University’s General Education program and liberal arts electives, our 
students gain a unique sense of cultural, historical, and moral perspective. Students study both 
historical and contemporary art theories and utilize the San Francisco Bay Area’s galleries, public 
art venues, and museums to increase their knowledge of current art forms and the local arts 
community. The Art Department hosts an art gallery that exhibits nationally known artists.

Envision the Process
The Studio Arts major offers two distinct degree tracks: 

• The Bachelor of Arts in Studio Art degree prepares students for graduate study in art and 
art related fi elds such as teaching, museum studies, art management and studio art production. 

• The Bachelor of Fine Arts in Studio Art degree is a professional track program requiring an 
additional 15 units of studio work. This program is uniquely suited to the needs of the fi ne 
artist, the commercial artist, and for those interested in graduate programs in studio art.

Students may complete an emphasis in: 

• Ceramics/Ceramic Sculpture

• Drawing; Painting

• Analog and Digital Photography

• Printmaking

All students are required to develop a personal career plan prior to graduation.  Students are 
offered unique opportunities to work with local artists and art organizations through the 
Dominican Internship Program. This program offers a wide variety of art experiences in both the 
fi ne art and commercial art fi elds. In addition, professional artists are invited to the campus to 
discuss career opportunities for art majors.

“During my four years in the Art 
Department at Dominican, I developed 
a close (and continuing) bond with my 
professors. Taking classes in both studio 
and digital arts, and participating in 
internships gave me a strong background 
in both art forms, which has translated 
nicely into my current job in marketing 
at Pixar Animation Studios.”

Kelly Bonbright
Art Major, Class of 2005
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Achieve Success
Students will demonstrate:

The ability to make visually sophisticated decisions in the development of their creative work. 1. 

A comprehension of the fundamentals of design and composition in various media. 2. 

The ability to observe and reproduce visual phenomena in both two and three-dimensional 3. 
media accurately. 

A methodology for exploring the concepts and processes necessary for the production of 4. 
their art work. 

An intellectual premise and critical perspective of the historical and contemporary uses of art. 5. 

The ability to prepare a career plan that includes documentation and presentation of their 6. 
art work, the necessary tools for self-promotion, and oral slide presentations.

In their senior thesis: The production of a body of work that demonstrates original creative 7. 
interpretation of a concept or theme and sophistication in the use of their chosen medium(s). 
The work will be presented as a professional show in the University Art Gallery. 
A committee of the art faculty will choose the work.  


