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“The best thing about the Religion
program is the faculty: a great group of
wonderful teachers and caring advisors
who passionately explore topics from
Christology to eco-theology, from the

history of religion to personal spirituality,

and from the Bible to Buddhism, in
classes students regularly praise as
academically and personally rewarding.”

Philip Novak
Chair and Professor,
Religion

Find Your Inspiration

The Religion program focuses on the Biblical roots and theological development of the
Judaeo-Christian tradition and on the cross-cultural study of humanity’s religions including
Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, Confucianism, Taoism, and Native American traditions.
The Religion major comprises three distinct areas of study: scripture, theology, and the

cross-cultural study of religion.

Imagine Career Possibilities
The Religion program prepares students for any career that requires strong skills in written
and oral communication, critical analysis, research, and a refined sensitivity to human cultures

and aspirations.

Religion majors can pursue advanced degrees in religion or theology, teaching professions,
or ministry careers. Religion majors have also chosen to go to graduate school in counseling
psychology, to business school or law school, or directly into careers in educational

administration, international business, journalism, government, or social service.

Envision the Process

Students study religious traditions in their mythological, philosophical, psychological, and
sociological dimensions. Coursework examines not only the historical origins and ideals of
the world’s religions but also the many ways they influence individuals, societies, literature,

and the arts in the modern, global world.
The central objectives of the Religion program are:

*  To contribute to a new depth and richness in students’ questions about and concepts of God.

*  To struggle with the questions of truth within an informed awareness of religious pluralism

and cultural diversity.

. To address perennial human questions so as to find in an understanding of the past a source

of wisdom for the present.

*  To struggle with the question of truth within an informed awareness of religious pluralism
and cultural diversity.

. To develop skills of reading serious literature for comprehension and insight, writing with
clarity and style, speaking well, and thinking analytically and critically so as to be able to
make well-informed judgments.

*  To encourage the ‘prophetic voice’ that is willing to analyze and criticize contemporary culture.

Explore the challenges and rewards of this degree program.

For more information, or to arrange for a visit, contact the Office of Admissions.
Toll Free: 888-323-6763 or 415-485-3204

Email: enroll@dominican.edu

Online: www.dominican.edu



Achieve Success
Students majoring in Religion will demonstrate:

1. Knowledge of the literal contents of the Bible, the cultural and/or historical situations
to which they respond, and the enduring theological perspectives that appear in these
responses. (Scripture Courses)

2. Comprehension of some of the seminal figures and/or central issues of modern/
contemporary theology. (Theology Courses)

3. Comprehension of the interpretive nature of theological positions by demonstration of an

ability to think critically about various theological viewpoints. (Theology Courses)

4. Knowledge of major non-Christian religions, i.e., their views of reality, the goals of
human life, and the ways to those goals. (Western Religions and Philosophies and
Religions of Asia)

5.  Comprehension of nature and function of myth and ritual in religious traditions
(Myth, Symbol, and Ritual), or comprehension of at least two seminal theoretical
perspectives (e.g. Freudian, Jungian, Maslovian) on the nature and function of
religious experience. (Psychology of Religious Experience)

6. An ability to reflectively consider at least one of the philosophical problems raised by
religions generically: e.g., the nature of the Real, the existence of God, the problem of evil,
commensurability among the religions, etc. (Philosophy of Religion)

7. An ability to write a senior thesis on a specific research topic in the field of religion that
demonstrates skillful use of a significant range of library and other research materials and

a well-developed bibliography.

Explore the challenges and rewards of this degree program.

For more information, or to arrange for a visit, contact the Office of Admissions.
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