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“I have spent the last four years acquiring 
knowledge from my classes that has 
opened my eyes to the world and 
allowed me to get to know myself better. 
My teachers have pushed me to do 
more than I could have ever expected 
of myself. I have been privileged with 
great role models who have inspired 
me to learn about psychology and 
research, and I feel extremely prepared 
for whatever my future holds.” 

Vicky Rohrer
Psychology Major, Class of 2008

PSYCHOLOGY
Bachelor’s Degree & Minor

Psychological theories and principles
applied to real life issues.
Find Your Inspiration 
The Psychology program provides a comprehensive foundation in the psychological sciences, 
inclusive of theory, research, and practice, in an atmosphere that models mutual respect and 
encourages individual challenge. The program’s size allows for one-on-one interaction with the 
department’s well-qualifi ed faculty composed of practicing psychologists and researchers.

Envision the Process
Courses focus on clinical psychology and counseling, human development, health and sports 
psychology, communication, social psychology, business/organizational psychology, cognition, 
and biological psychology. Classes take the form of seminars, lectures, experiential exercises and 
simulations, demonstrations, guided research, and independent study, all of which are intended 
to stimulate active student participation in learning. 

The curriculum integrates theory, research, and practice. In addition to the fundamental core 
curriculum, there are two components which make the Dominican psychology curriculum 
distinctive: fi rst-hand experience in the fi eld and the selection of a personal focus. 

The program provides a wide variety of fi eldwork placements, as well as specifi c research 
opportunities through the senior research requirement. Students attend professional psychological
conventions and seminars, and undergraduate research conferences. Students actively develop 
research projects with faculty. 

The senior thesis requires students to design and conduct, under faculty supervision, their own 
research on a topic of their choice. By integrating their research topic with a fi eld placement 
in the same content area, students obtain additional specialized knowledge of, and fi rst-hand 
experience in, their own area of interest.

Psi Chi
The Dominican Chapter of Psi Chi, the national honor society in psychology, sponsors guest 
speakers, research, and social events for undergraduate students, graduate students, and alumni. 



Explore the challenges and rewards of this degree program.
For more information, or to arrange for a visit, contact the Offi ce of Admissions.
Toll Free: 888-323-6763 or 415-485-3204
Email: enroll@dominican.edu
Online: www.dominican.edu100% Recycled fi ber 

and bleached without the use of chlorine compound

(continued)

Achieve Success
Students will demonstrate:

1. Familiarity with the major concepts, theoretical perspectives, enduring confl icts, empirical 
fi ndings, and historical trends in psychology.

2. Understanding and ethical application of the scientifi c method in psychology as evidenced 
in a senior thesis utilizing appropriate resources to conduct a literature review, data analysis, 
presentation, and interpretation of results.

3. Understanding and application of psychological theory and principles to a diverse range of 
real life issues.

4. Knowledge, understanding, and critical thinking skills used in evaluating the empirical 
fi ndings from psychology.

5. Comprehension of the range of career possibilities in psychology and the development of 
a personal career plan based on self assessment.

6. Ability to communicate effectively in a variety of formats the values that are the 
underpinnings of psychology as a discipline.

7. Ability to recognize and respect the complexity of sociocultural and international diversity 
in psychology.


