
www.dominican.edu

Explore the challenges and rewards of this degree program. 
For more information, or to arrange for a visit, contact the Office of Admissions.
Toll Free: 888-323-6763 or 415-485-3204
Email: enroll@dominican.edu
Online: www.dominican.edu100% Recycled fiber  

and bleached without the use of chlorine compound

“The faculty in the Department of Political 
Science and International Studies have 
challenged but also encouraged me to 
develop my skills and reach my potential. 
I have had a wonderful experience and I 
have benefited greatly from all that the 
department has to offer, including Model 
United Nations competitions, and even 
a remarkable opportunity to intern at 
the U.S. House of Representatives. I am 
confident that I have received a  
well-rounded education that will serve 
me well in all my future endeavors.”

Anya Villatoro
Political Science Major,  
Class of 2008

POLITICAL SCIENCE
Bachelor’s Degree & Minor

Practice the art of social change.
Find Your Inspiration 
The study of political science entails much more than an analysis of current events, the activities 
of politicians, or the workings of government institutions. In a broad sense, political science is 
concerned with the nature of power and with its uses and abuses. Because this definition  
encompasses all of human activity, the study of politics must attend to a vast range of human 
endeavors. The sheer breadth of the field is what makes the study of politics so intriguing and  
so important. Moreover, the study of political science is a vital component of an authentic liberal 
arts education, an education with which students learn to identify, analyze, and evaluate critically 
significant aspects of the human condition.

Imagine Career Possibilities
The Political Science program at Dominican University of California is distinguished not only by 
its commitment to a genuine liberal arts education, but also by its commitment to promoting the 
development of skills requisite for an informed, active, and responsible citizenship. The Political 
Science program prepares students for a variety of careers in the areas of policy analysis, teaching, 
law, diplomacy, business, government, non-governmental organization, campaign management, 
and journalism.

Envision the Process
Political science majors take a core sequence of introductory courses designed to provide a  
broad foundation of understanding of the discipline. These courses are followed by a set of 
upper-division core courses including two courses in political philosophy, a requirement designed  
to cultivate a greater awareness of what is ultimately at stake for humans in their moral and  
political lives.  In addition to the lower- and upper-division core courses, political science majors 
direct their studies toward one or more of the following concentrations: international relations, 
international political economy, public law, American politics, and moral and political philosophy.

A pre-law minor is available through the Department of Political Science and  
International Studies.

Achieve Success
Students will demonstrate:

1.	 Ability to identify, analyze, and evaluate critically basic moral and political concepts.

2.	 Ability to identify, analyze, and evaluate critically significant political institutions  
and practices.

3.	 Writing, analysis, and oral presentation skills that conform to the scholarly expectations  
of the discipline.


