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“The Humanities and Cultural Studies 
major at Dominican has given me the 
insight and perception to discover and 
realize my unique contribution to society 
and has also aided in the development 
of abilities that will enable me to fulfi ll 
my dreams.”

Gabriel Rice
Humanities and Cultural Studies 
Major, Class of 2008

HUMANITIES AND CULTURAL STUDIES
Bachelor’s Degree & Minor

The human condition explored through
multi-disciplinary coursework.
At the level of politics and economics, we also damage ourselves by neglecting the tasks of the humanities 
or making them secondary to questions of politics and economics. For when we lose sight of that narrative 
past in terms of which we can imagine ourselves moving into the future, we begin instead to think of 
ourselves and each other in partial and inadequate and abstract ways.

– Alasdair MacIntyre

Find Your Inspiration 
The Humanities and Cultural Studies program offers students the opportunity to study the 
meaning of the human condition through interdisciplinary and multi-discipline course work. 
The course of study brings together such disciplines as art, art history, history, literature, music, 
philosophy, and religion to help the student examine the fundamental questions that have shaped 
the human community, such as: What are truth and beauty? What are the limits of science and 
technology? How do we live a responsible life? What makes us more fully human? Competence 
in critical analysis, written and spoken discourse, character development, and a love of learning 
are hallmarks of a student completing this major.

Imagine Career Possibilities
The curriculum has special features to prepare students for success in the workplace and civic 
life. Internships, service-learning or work-related projects are integral to the course work. 
Graduates in Humanities and Cultural Studies are prepared for graduate school and choose 
careers that include law, public service, non-profi t management, arts administration, journalism, 
ministry, teaching, and business. 

Envision the Process
Concentrations (chosen in consultation with their designated advisor) offer in-depth work in a 
specifi c academic discipline or interdisciplinary fi eld. 

Concentration options currently available are:

• Art
• Art History
• English Literature/Writing
• Environment, Culture, and Sustainability
• Film and Culture Studies
• History
• Latin American Studies
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• Music
• Philosophy
• Religion and Spirituality 
• Social and Cultural Studies
• Women and Gender Studies

Humanities and Cultural Studies majors acquire the ability to relate to multiple world views and 
diverse cultural experiences. To this end, international and cross-cultural study is recommended 
along with appropriate international language competence. A senior project culminates 
completion of a Humanities and Cultural Studies degree.

Achieve Success
Students will demonstrate the ability to:

1. Articulate an understanding of the chronological development of world cultures and 
their interaction.

2. Critically analyze philosophic and historic texts, works of art, visual arts, music, 
and literature.

3. Synthesize material from various disciplines to form a broad and deep understanding 
of cultures and their common themes.

4. Articulate the fruits of liberal education, which include intellectual curiosity, character 
formation, and community responsibility.

5. Communicate effectively orally and in writing.

7. Articulate life and career goals within a framework of the humanities.


